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used about 120 years
ago for repairing West-
minster Abbey, and in
the present century
every bit of it is found-
to be in a state of ruin
and has had to be taken
out and replaced by
Portland stone.

The whole front of the
imposing Carlton Club
in Pall Mall, which was
erected in the middle of
the eighteenth century,
crumbled considerably
and called for repair a
few years ago. This was
of Caen stone, which
cannot stand against
London's foggy atmo-
sphere. Even St.
Paul's, about the stone
of which Sir Christopher
Wren took the greatest
trouble, has suffered,
and is covered with
a crust-like stalag-
mite which consists
largely of calcium sul-
phate.

The finest of all
building stones is Aber-
deen granite, which
lasts practically for
ever, but which is so
difficult to " work"
that it is not so much
used as the cheaper
granites from Norway, Sweden and
Finland.

London's Great Fortress.

Someone has called the Tower of
London a volume of England's history,
a great quarto bound in grey stone,
closed by massive clasps of iron. , It
was William the Conqueror who began
this immense pile of grim buildings in
the year 1078, and 'his architect was a
Benedictine monk called Gundulf.
" Gundulf the Weeper " he was called,
but whether he wept or not he built the
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ARCHITECTURE OF THE NORMANS
We obtain a peep in this print at the interior of St. John's
Chapel, within the Tower of London, a very perfect example of
Norman architecture. Each of the stones of which the great
pillars are formed must have been cut to shape in advance
by the masons. The pedestals and capitals are singularly
massive.

great Keep so well that he was made
Bishop of Rochester, where he after-
wards erected the famous Castle of
Rochester. This Keep, now known as
the White Tower, is 92 feet high with
walls from 9 to 15 feet thick. It has
a range of dungeons, a floor for the
garrison; and, above that, a state
floor, where the judges of the King's
Bench sat, and in the whole of the
great building there are only three fire-
places !
Other  kings   slowly   added   to   the
Tower.   The Inner Ward was enclosed